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distributed by mail among all parties known to be interested. Award,
if made, shall be made in each case to the lowest responsible bidder
whose bid shall have been formally made as required by the advisory
commission; provided that in case the bids received indicate the exist-
ence of a combine, an understanding or agreement among the bidders
for the purpose of fixing the price of the commodity proposed to be
purchased, then the advisory commission may, after rejecting all bids,
proceed to negotiate purchase contracts with individual firms so as
to gain any available advantage for the advisory commission either
in price or purchase conditions and to that end may consummate pur-
chase contracts with domestic or foreign persons, firms or cor-
porations.
(b) Wherever the materials, supplies or items of equipment pro-
posed to be purchased are not susceptible of standardization, then
the county manager, with the approval of the advisory commission,
may establish an eligible list of bidders and/or articles. Under this
plan bidding shall be restricted to the eligible list of bidders and/or
articles. Advertising and award shall be as required in paragraph
(a), provided that differentials established in advance by the county
manager and approved by the advisory commission may be recognized
in determing the low bid.
(c) In purchasing materials, supplies or items of equipment that
are controlled by virtue of patent rights so that competition is im-
practicable, or where the articles proposed to be purchased are pro-
duced and offered for sale by fewer than three reputable firms eligible
to offer their products in direct competition and where it is im-
practicable to substitute other materials, supplies or items of equip-
ment for those proposed to be purchased, purchase negotiations may
be undertaken by the county manager informally and purchase awards
be made with the approval of the advisory commission as a result
of such negotiations, provided that each such award shall be accom-
panied by a certificate describing in detail the procedure followed,
and provided further, that any purchase contract made under this
plan shall be awarded only after advertising the intention to award
in at least one issue of one daily newspaper published in the state.
(d) Materials, supplies and items of equipment necessarily pur-
chased in order to replace parts of existing equipment and structures
owned by the County of Darlington, which can be supplied only by
the manufacturer of the original articles to be repaired, or by his au-
thorized dealer or agent, may be purchased without formality, pro-
vided that the county manager shall take advantage of every oppor-
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